l Consent Form A

INFORMED CONSENT

ROADS DIVERGE: LONG-TERM PATTERNS OF RELAPSE, RECIDIVISM, AND DESISTANCE FOR A RE-ENTRY COHORT
(National Institute of Justice, 2008-1J-CX-0017)

PURPOSE: You are one of approximately 300 people being asked to participate in a research project conducted by the
Center for Drug and Alcohol Studies at the University of Delaware. You were part of the original study of offenders in Dela-
ware leaving prison in the 1990s, and we want to find out how things in your life have changed since that time. The overall
purpose of this research is to help us understand what factors lead to changes in criminal activity and drug use over time.

PROCEDURES: If you agree to take part in this study, you will be asked to complete a survey, which will last approxi-
mately 60 to 90 minutes. We will ask you to provide us with some contact information so that we can locate you again if
we are able to do another follow-up study in the future. You will be asked about your employment, family history, criminal
involvement, health history, drug use, and how these have changed over time. We will use this information, as well as
information that you have previously provided or which is publicly available. We will not ask you for the names of anyone,
or the specific dates or specific places of any of your activities. The interviews will be tape-recorded, but you will not be
identified by name on the tape. The tapes will be stored in a locked cabinet until they can be transcribed to an electronic
word processor. After the tapes have been transcribed and checked for accuracy, they will be destroyed. Anonymous
transcribed data will be kept indefinitely—no audio data will be kept.

RISKS: There are some risks to participating in this study. You may experience distress or discomfort when asked ques-
tions about your drug use, criminal history, and other experiences. Should this occur, you may choose not to answer such
questions. If emotional distress occurs, our staff will make referrals to services you may need, including counseling and
drug abuse treatment and support services.

The risk that confidentiality could be broken is a concern, but it is very unlikely to occur. You will not be identified on the
audiotape of the interview. We request that you not mention names of other people or places, but if this happens, those



